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… Suppose a therapist or counselor (mandated reporter) in state “A” is told by her sixteen year old
patient that she was abused by her uncle in state “B” when she was visiting him there eight years
earlier. Suppose that she calls the appropriate county agency (e.g., child protective services or a law
enforcement agency) in State “A” to which reports must be made. She is told that since the abuse took
place and the abuser resides in State “B,” that she should report in state “B.” If she does, she could be
in big trouble – depending upon the nuances of the applicable state law. In California, there is a law that
requires the California agency to take the report from the California-mandated reporter. A report to the
other state by the therapist might well constitute a breach of confidentiality. Be careful. Check this
nuance out in the reporting laws in your respective states.
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