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Universities and colleges throughout the country, and programs within these institutions, seek
accreditation or other approval from accrediting or like agencies for multiple purposes, but primarily to
establish the bona fides of the institution or program in the milieu that they operate within. CACREP –
the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs – is an accrediting agency
that evaluates professional preparation programs within institutions of higher learning, such as school
counselor master’s programs leading to state licensure as a professional counselor.
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